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April 26,2004 

Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 - 12‘~  Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

CC Docket No. 02-6 

Request for FCC Review of SLD “Administrator’s Decision on Appeal” dated March 3 1,2004. 

Funding Year: 2003-2004 
Applicant Name: 
Form 471 Number: 360642 
Billed Entity Nr: 126483 
Funding Request Nr: 98 1 180 
Contact Information: Robert Beck 

133 North State Street 
Newtown, PA 18940 
Voice: 267-352-0137 

E-mail: robertbeck@,e-rate-ects.org 

Fluvanna County School District (Virginia) 

Fax: 215-504-5047 

Dear Reader: 

This letter is being provided to the FCC on a timely basis to request that the FCC review and 
reverse the SLD’s original decision to deny partial funding for FRN # 981 180 because the FRN 
was not based on a certified Form 470. 

We have been asked by the District to handle their E-rate applications and to represent them in 
this appeal to the FCC to reverse the SLD decision regarding this application. 

Basis for Appeal 

The original E-rate funding request was denied because the Form 470 # 259330000274894 
(hereafter referred to as Form 470A) on which it was based was not certified, and no other 
certified Form 470 was provided during the review process. 

- --------__ 
133 N State Street Newtown,PA 18940 *(BOO) 682-ECTS (3287) Fax (215) 504-5047 
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In our response, we acknowledged that the Form 470 A was not certified. However, we also 
noted that the particular funding request (98 1 180) had bundled two data line-related services 
from the same vendor (Sprint). One service (for an ATM switch) related to the uncertified Form 
470A, and the other (for a DS3 line) could relate to a later Form 470 # 774790000424010 
(hereafter called Form 470B) that was certified and could be used as the basis for at least this 
part of the funding request. 

We would argue as follows: 

1. The SLD offers the option of unbundling specific funding requests during the RAL 
process 

2. This funding request can be cost allocated into services covered by the certified Form 470 
B and those covered by the non-certified Form 470 A (see Item 2 1 Attachment available 
to reviewer) 

3. We asked if the SLD would unbundle the FRN and at least fund part of the request. The 
exact numbers are as follows: 

Funding based on Form 470A - $28,584.00 / annum (before discounting) 
Funding based on Form 470B - $25,320.00 / annum (before discounting) 

In the SLD response (attached), they did not address the request to unbundle the FRN, and only 
repeated the original statement about the non-certified Form 470 A. 

By unbundling the FRN in question, we are reducing the amount of funding requested to a level 
that can be supported by the certified Form 470 B in accordance with the intent of the E-rate 
program. We hereby request that the SLD reverse their decision and fund that part of the school 
district’s request for which they have complied with the E-rate process. 

We know it is the intent of the E-rate program to benefit school districts, and to be as liberal as 
possible in support of funding for eligible services like high speed data lines. The DS3 line was 
not contemplated in the original, non-certified Form 470A, and was added later in response to 
the Commonwealth of Virginia’s mandate that all public school districts update their technology 
to accommodate on line testing. These are large expenses for school districts, especially with the 
mandates from the No Child Left Behind Act, and we believe this is a reasonable proposal to 
accomplish that goal. 

We believe that the SLD erred in not responding to our appeal request to unbundle the FRN and 
consider funding that portion of the request that can be supported by a certified Form 470. As 
such, we are asserting that their review policy should be applied with common sense to achieve 
the underlying objectives of the E-rate Program. 

Public interest is best served in an even-handed communication and fairness among applicants in 
the administration of this important funding source for schools. We do not feel that the SLD 
operated in bad faith, but we do respectfully submit that the outcome needs to be changed in the 
public interest and in accordance with the objectives of the E-rate Program itself. 



The District needs the funding for its data line service, especially during this year of tight 
budgets for most schools. The loss of funds would adversely impact the students within the 
District. 

Please contact me should you need any further information. 

Sincerely, 

Robert Beck for Fluvanna County Public Schools 
Certified Mail # 7003 2260 0004 4904 7543 
Return receipt requested 

Incl: FCDL dated October 21,2003 -pages 1,2,6 
Administrator’s Decision on Appeal dated March 3 1, 2004 
Copy of associated Item 2 1 Attachment for FRN 98 1 180 
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Universal Service Administrative Company 
Schools & Libraries Division 

FUNDING COMNITNERT DECISION LETTER 
(Funding Year 2003: 07/01/2003 - 06/30/2004) 

October 21, 2003 

FLUVANNA COUNTY SCHOOL DIST 
ROBERT BECK 
133 N. State Street 
Newtown, PA 18940 

Re: Form 471 Application lumber: 360642 
Funding Year 2003: 07/01/2003 - 06/30/2004 
Billed Entit lumber: 126483 
Applicant's Korm Identifier: 47lfLUVANNAVA6RDB 

Thank you for your Funding Year 2003 E-rate application and for any assistance you 
provided throughout our review. Here is the current status of the funding request(s) 
featured in the Funding Commitment Report at the end of this letter. 

- The amount, $48,496.80 is "Approved". - The amount, $23,717.76 is "Denied". 
Please refer to the Funding Commitment Report on the page following this letter for 
specific funding request decisions and explanations. 

NEW FOR FUNDING YEAR 2003 

The Important Reminders and Deadlines immediately preceding this letter are provided 
to assist you throughout the application process. 

NEXT STEPS 

- Review technology planning requirements 
- Review CIPA Requirements - File Form 486 - Invoice the SLD using the Form 474 (service providers) or Form 472 (Billed Entity) 
FUNDING COMMITMENT REPORT 

On the pages following this letter, we have provided a Funding Commitment Report for the 
Form 471 application cited above. 
Request Number(s) (FRNs) from your application. The SLD is also sending this information 
to your service provider(s) so preparations can be made to begin implementing your E-rate 
discount(s) upon the filing of our Form 486. Immediate1 preceding the Funding Commitment 
Report, you will find a guide t at defines each line of t e Report. 

TO APPEAL THIS DECISION: 

If ou wish to appeal the decision indicated in this letter, our appeal must be 
POSgMARKED within 60 days of the above date on this letter. 
requirement will result in automatic dismissal of your appeal. 
appeal : 

1. Include the name, address, tele hone number, fax number, and e-mail address 

The enclosed report includes a list of the Funding 

h u r e  to meet this 
In your letter of 

(if available) for the person wgo can most readily discuss this appeal with us. 

Box 125 -Correspondence Unit, 80 South Jefferson Road, Whippany, New Jersey, 07981 
Visit us online at: www.sl.universalseMce.org 

http://www.sl.universalseMce.org


2 .  State outright that your letter is an appeal. Identif which Funding Commitment 
Decision s you are a . Indicate the relevant fundin year and the date 
of the FADl!,. 
Form 471 Application Number, an$ the Billed Entity Number from the top of your 
letter. 

Your leff%gap ea1 must also include the Biyled Entity Name, the 

3 .  When ex laining our a peal, copy the lan ua e or text from the Funding Commitment 
Re ort !hat is at the geart of your appea?, &o allow the SLD to more readil 
unzerstand your, appeal and respond appropriately. 
point, and provide documentation to support your appeal. Be sure to keep copies 
of your correspondence and documentation. 

Please keep your letter go, the 

4. Provide an authorized signature on your letter of appeal. 
If you are submitting  our appeal on 
Schools and Libraries 

aper please send your ap ea1 to. Letter of Ap eal, 
ivision. Box 155 - korremondence Unit. g0 South Jefferson Roas. ~~ ~~ ~ 

Whippany, NJ 07981. 
Procedure" posted in the Reference Area of the SL8 web site or by contactin 
Service Bureau. 
While we encourage you to resolve our a peal with the SLD first,,you have the o tion 
of filing an appeal directly with the Feseral Communications Commission (FCCi 
should refer to CC Docket NO. 02-6 on the first page of our a ea1 to the F Your 
appeal must be POSTMARKED within 60 days of the above dafe on &s letter. 
meet this requirement will result in automatic dismissal of our ap eal. If you are 
submitting our a ea1 via United States Postal Service, sen{ to: FCC, Office of the 
Secretary, L45 12# Street SW, Washington Further information and opti,ons 
for filing an ap ea1 directly with the FCC can be found in the 
psted in the ReFerence Area of the SLD web sjte or by contacting fhe Client Service 
ureau. We strongly recommend that you use either the e-mail or fax filing options. 
NOTICE ON RULES AND FUNDS AVAILABILITY 
A plicants' recei t of funding commitments,is contin ent on their compl+ance.with all 
sfatutor 
Service kpport Mechanism. A licants who have received fundin commitments continue 
to be sub'ect to audits and o!ger reviews that the SLD and/or t%e,FCC ma 
periodically to assure that funds that have been committed are being usex in accordance 
with all such requirements. The SLD may be required to reduce or cancel fundin 
commitments that were not issued in accordance with such requirements, whether 8ue to 
action or inaction, including but not limited,to that by,the SLD, the,applicant, or the 
service provider. The SLD, and other appro riate authorities (including but not limited 
to USAC and the FCC) 
collect erroneously hisbursed funds. 
affected by the availabjlity of funds based on ?he amount of funds collected from 
contributing telecommunications companies. 

Additional options for filih an appeal can be found in the--"Appeals 
the Client 

Fou 
Failure to 

We encourage the use of either the e-mail or fax filing op?ions. 

DC 20554. 
Ap eals Procedure 

regulafory , , and procedural requirements 09 the Schools and Libraries Universal 
undertake 

may pursue enforcement actions and other means of recourse to 
The timin of payment of invoices may also be 

Schools and Libraries,D+vision 
Universal Service Administrative Company 
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FUNDING COMMITMENT REPORT 
Form 471 Application Number. 360642 
Funding Request Number: 976031 Fundins Status : Funded 
Services Ordered: Telecommunications SerGice 
SPIN: 143019614 Service Provider Name: Sprint (Local Telephone Division Contract Number: MTM 
Billing Account Number : 21072800 
Earliest Possible Effective Date of Discount: 07/01/2003 
Contract ExDlration Date: 06/30/2004 

I - -  - - - -  ~~~ ~~ ~ ._ 
Annual Pre-alscount Amount for hllgjble Recurring Char es: $15,000 .OO 
Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eligible Non-recurring Zharges : $ .OO 
Pre-discount Amount: $15,000.00 
Discount Percenta e Approved b the SLD: 44% 
Funding Commitmen? Decision : $g, 600.00 - FRN approved as submitted 
Fundfng Request Number: 981157 Funding,Status: Funded 
Services Ordered: Telecommunications Service 
SPIN: 143019614 Service Provider Name: Sprint (Local Telephone Division 
Contract Number: MTM 
Billing Account Number: 434-589-0829-806 
Earliest Possible Effective Date of Discount: 07/01/2003 
Contract Expiration Date: 06/30/2004 
Annual Pre-alscount Amount fbr bllglble Recurring Char es: $8,100.00 
Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eligible Non-recurring Zharges : $ .OO 
Pre-discount Amount: S8,lOO.OO 
Discount Percenta e Approved b the SLD: 44% 
Funding Commitmen? Decision : $3,564.00 - FRN approved as submitted 
Fundjng Request Number: 981180 Funding Status: Not Funded 
Services Ordered: Internet Access 
SPIN: 143019614 Service Provider Name: Sprint (Local Telephone Division 
Contract Number: CVA-00-061 
Billing Account Number: 434-589-3666-777 
Earliest Possible Effective Date of Discount: 07/01/2003 
Contract Ex iration Date: 05/29 2005 
Annual Pre-$iscount Amount for kllglble Recurring Char es : $53,904.00 
Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eligible Non-recurring Zharges : $ .OO 
Pre-discount Amount: $53,904.00 
Discount Percenta e Approved b the SLD: N/A 
Fundlng Commltmen? Declslon: $8.00 - 470 Not Certified 
Funding Commitment Decision Explanation: The FRN references a Form 470 which has not 
been certified. 

FCDLJSchools and Libraries Division/USAC Page 6 of 6 10/21/2003 



Universal Service Administrative Company 
Schools & Libraries Division 

Administrator’s Decision on Appeal - Funding Year 2003-2004 

March 3 1, 2004 

Robert Beck 
Education Consortium 
133 North State Street 
Newtown, PA 18940 

Re: Fluvanna County VA School District 

Re: Billed Entity Number: 126483 
47 1 Application Number: 360642 

Your Correspondence Dated: December 18,2003 
Funding Request Number(s): 981180 

After thorough review and investigation of all relevant facts, the Schools and Libraries 
Division (“SLD”) of the Universal Service Administrative Company (“USAC”) has made 
its decision in regard to your appeal of SLD’s Year 2003 Funding Commitment Decision 
for the Application Number indicated above. This letter explains the basis of SLD’s 
decision. The date of this letter begins the 60-day time period for appealing this decision 
to the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC”). If your letter of appeal included 
more than one Application Number, please note that for each application for which an 
appeal is submitted, a separate letter is sent. 

Funding Request Number: 981180 
Decision on Appeal: 
Explanation: 

Denied in full 

hi your Letter of Appeal, you achowledge that F m ~ n  17G $259330006274694 W& 

the Form 470 application for the Sprint ATM contract dated May 30, 2000. Further, 
you acknowledge that while this 470 was submitted on time, it was not certified. 

During the initial review process for ths application, SLD informed you that the 470 
cited a s  the e stablishing F o m  4 70 for this s ervice request was not c ertified. Y ou 
were asked to confirm Form 470 # 259330000274894 as the establishing Form 470 or 
if t he Form 4 70 cited was incorrect, t o  provide the c orrect, establishing Form 4 70 
number. Your response to SLD indicated that the cited Form 470 was the correct 
establishing Form 470 for this request. 

Box 125 -Correspondence Unit, SO South Jefferson Road, Whippany, New Jersey 07981 
Visit us online at htfp /hyww si universalserwce org 



Funding Year 2000 program rules require that Form 470 Certifications be postmarked 
no later than January 19, 2000 in order to be valid and establish the bidding for the 
requested services. Our records indicate that your Form 470 Certification did not 
meet this requirement, thus, it cannot be used to establish the bidding for the 
requested service. During initial review, you indicated that this was the establishing 
Form 470. Consequently, your appeal is denied for referencing a Form 470 that was 
not certified before the close of the filing window. 

If you believe there is a basis for further examination of your application, you may file an 
appeal with the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). You should refer to CC 
Docket No. 02-6 on the first page of your appeal to the FCC. Your appeal must be 
POSTMAFKED withm 60 days of the above date on this letter. Failure to meet this 
requirement will result in automatic dismissal of y our appeal. If you are submitting your 
appeal via United States Postal Service, send to: FCC, Office of the Secretary, 445 12' Street 
SW, Washington, DC 20554. Further information and options for filing an appeal directly 
with the FCC can be found in the "Appeais Procedure:: posted in the Reference Area of the 
SLD web site or by contacting the Client Service Bureau. We strongly recommend that you 
use either the e-mail or fax filing options. 

We thank you for your continued support, patience, and cooperation during the appeal 
process. 

Schools and Libraries Division 
Universal Service Administrative Company 

Box 125 - Correspondence Unit SO South Jefferson Road, Whippany, New Jersey 07981 
Visit us online at http //www sl universalservice org 

___l---l 



Educational Consortium for 
Telecommunications Savings 

Item 21 
Attachment 1 
471# 36QbLf2 
Entity# (a4ti3 
FRN# %?/IS0 
Service Provider SFP /UT- 
Narrative Description 

All ineligible items have been removed h r n  t h i s  funding request such as: 
Maintenance Charges 
kuipment Charges 

. i  . .  
. .  . .. . .  

. .  . .. , 

133 N.State Street Newtown,PA 18940 (800) 682-ECTS (3287) Fax (215) 504-5047 


